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0 Hrs EXCELLENCY | 


TE LIA M, 


Earl * HARRINGT ON. 


Moy it pleaſe YouR Vier LLENCY, 


S it is ſcarce poſſible for KIxos or their Repte- 
ſentatives, or Miniſters, in their High Stati- 
ons, to ſee, diſtinctly, the Actions, and Mo- 
tions, of every ſubordinate Spring or Wheel, that 
conſtitutes the general Frame of Civil Government, 
tho? the firſt Motion is derived from them; I con- 
ceive, it becomes the indiſpenſible Duty of every 
Subject, or Well-wiſher to the Eſtabliſhment, to in- 
form thoſe, in whoſe Power it 1s, to regulate the Mo- 
tions of the great Machine of State, of every Clog 
or Obſtacle given the ſlighteſt or remoteſt Movemenx 
of the whole Frame; which, if not ſet to rights, 
muſt infallibly, ſooner or later, reduce the whole 
Syſtem to Confuſion and final Diſſolution. 
Your EXCELLENCY may know, that Divinesand 
Lawyers are, in one Inſtance, agreed, in the Defini- 
tion of a Body politic; which is ſaid to be a fictitious 
Body of Men, bearing cloſe Analogy tothe Body na- 
tural. Ir conſiſts of an Head and Members, deſtined 
to different Uſes and Purpoſes ; with proper Rights 
and Libertics, as Ligaments to connect, and mutually, . 
to ſupport the Whole, and Laws, as the Soul or vi- 
viſying Spirit of the Conſtitution, 
No Scheme, of human Invention, ever formed ſuch 
a Conſtitution as Ours, + Where Art is found molt to 
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RS AN FB FA it is n to 8 in the kigk⸗ 
eſt Perfection. That Policy, then, that cementsthe 


ſeveral Members, of which Society conſiſts, moſt 


cloſely together, and gives them the neareſt Co-rela- 
tion to, and the ſtrongelt mutual Dependence on, each 
other, muſt certainly conſtitute the firmeſt and beſt 


Form of Government. Aud this is ours. The HEAD 


cannot ſubſiſt without the MEMBERS, more than the 


Members without the Head. No Part can receive a 


Wound, or Injury, that does not affect the Whole; E 
and, as to, keep the Body natural, in an healthful vi- 
gorous State, it is nect ſſary to-keep it in Temperance, 


and Chaſtity, and to ſuppore every Member or Or- 
e in a full, free and perfect Exerciſe of it's re- 


ctive F unction, by a due, equal Diſtribution of 
Hood and animal Spirits, to every Part; ſo in our 
Body Politic, to preſerve the Common Weal, there 


muſt be Frigality. in the public Expences, and ſtrict 


Virtue in the whole Oeconomy ; the Head and 
Members muſt be kept within cheir proper Spheres, 
ſtrictly, and in their ſeveral Stations, obliged to watch 


over, and regulate the Motions, and miniſter to the 


Exigencies, of each other. In ſhort, to perfect good 


* 


| 'Ozconomy i in the one, and good Government in the 
other, every Part of the Whole muſt execute it's 


Function regularly and freely; having the general 
Good alone in View, without repining or murmur- 
ing, that one Part is deſtined for higher and more ho- 


nourable Offices than the other. 


The HEAD of our political Body, like that of the 
natural, is appointed to preſide over the MEmBERs ; 


and is furniſhed with Means to prevent Injuries, and 


to redreſs Grievances, of Subjects, as of the Limbs 
or Organs ; in Return for their Supplies, and Miniſtry. 


In both, it is weak or wicked it it neglects it's Duty, 


after due Information. And this, in my Judgment, 


e it the Duty of every Subject to 8 
King 


* 
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King or his Officers, of every Injury done to the 
meaneſt Member of the Community, that Law and 
Juſtice may freely flow through, and be equally dif- 
tributed to, all. On this the very Being of our Hap- 
py Conſtitution depenjdss. 
Upon theſe Principles, My Lox';'I proceed. I 
do not appear in Your EXCELLENGY*'s Preſence, to 
join with, or make a Part-of, the ſplendid Throng 
that pays the ſame Court to your Power, that the Ju- 
dicious and Independent muſt ever pay to Me- 
rit, in any Station. Such flocked, alike, about the 
vorſt of your Predeceſſors, as the beſt; and poured 
forth Torrents of fulſome Flattery, and ſlaviſſi, Bane- 
ful Adulation, alike to Both. For my Parr, IHcorn 
and diſdain the hatèful Herd of Panders and Paraſites; 
that infeſt Courts, to poiſon the Ears of Princes, in 
order to gain ſome ſordid," ſelfiſh Ends. Such Tem- 
poriſers, like wicked Servants in a Family, ſcek bur 
to gratify themſelves, at all Hazards to the State, 
falfely judging it will oat-laſt their Time. I hope 
there are, now, none ſuch' the Product of this Iſle. 
Bur I, My Lox, dread not, half ſo much, the 
Diſſolution of my o/ Frame, as I do that of the 
Conſt itution of my Country; Wich. I think, evident- 
ly appears to be in à declining State. Therefore, 
regardleſs of what III it may involve me in, as to 
mine own Perſon, I ſhall caſt my Mice into the Pub- 
lic Funds, by giving Yous ExoTTE Nx ſuch In- 
formations, as, I think, mult conduce, if regarded, 
to thk' Pie We, enn TORR 
Two Motives have principally induced me, at this 
Time, to publiſh the following Papers. They were 
wrote forme Years ſince, with intent to be laid before 
the Government. Some politic Friends diſſuaded me 
from the Undertaking; judging it but a vain Attempt, 
and putting me in mind of the uſual hapleſs Fate of 
Reformers, which I had, in ſome Degree, before, ſuf. 
"Ik | ; Diet WIS fered. 
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7 IO pr” Was the eaſier wrought on, beeauſe * well 
remembered how this poor Nation was often ſcoufged 
by the Tyrannical Adminiſtration of ſome Governors 
and Miniſters, of moſt infamous Memory; ſuch 
were Strafford, Berkely, Eller, Tyrktonnell, 
and others I could name. To ſuch as laboured to enflave 
the whole Nation, Applications for common Right 
or Liberty would be conſtrued Treaſon. But, thank 
Goo, and the Fatherly Care of his preſent Majeſty, 
the Wounds given by thoſe corrupt. Miniſters, have 
been, as far, as they were laid open, happily healed, 

by ſome late Governors, whom, to avoid the Impura- 
tion of Flattery, I ſhall nor name, And I muſt pre- 
- fume, without intending a Compliment, that Courage 
and Loyalty, Truth and Liberty, can never be 
Crimes under the Adminiſtration of. one, who has 

eminently diſtinguiſhed himſelf, in long, perilous and 
faithful Services to his Country, as well in the Coun- 
* as the Field. If Valor, Probity and Wiſdom, 
be, as is univerſally allowed, effential Parts of You R 
ExezLitency? $ Character, from theſe, all that is 
deſirable, common Juſtice, a ſpeedy Reſtitution 
of uſurped Rights and Liberties, and a free and equal 

Diſtribution of Laws, are to be hoped. 

But, My Lok p, Lam not more ſolicitous for the 
Succeſs of this COMPLAINT, than for the acquitting 
mine own Conſcience. Some years ago, I dreaded 
nothing, more, from the general Depravity, viſible 
to all that are not blinded with Offices or Proſpect of 
Preferment, than out-living the Conſtitution of my 
Country. Now mine own is reduced, by a chronic, 
hereditary Diſcaſe, to ſuch Infirmity, that all that 
Anxiety is pretty much abated. But I ſhould not die 
in Peace, could I not ſay to myſelf, I have finiſhed 
my Courſe, I bave fought a good Fight: J have left no 
Juſt er rational Means untried, to reclaim the Abuſes 
that threaten the Ruin oF FOE Country. Thus, there- 


fore, 


1 ̃⅛l NM Rob i ua as. ro 


_ ed, or reſtrained in their natural, and n 
- dom. and Power; if they ſhoald be continued ſo 


($6; 
fore, 1 * the Burden off. ik ; ; agd mein | 
me, with having done all the Good id my power; 


leave, the Event to e Ererinzve rent 


Heaven. ys 

The two great Bu Wa R Es fer CoifMithicnan 
Pa RLIAMENTSand JUR1ts. Thelearethe m/ 
Vite,' the very Eſſence of our Poliey z the Darling 


HBirth-right, the diſtinguiſhing Bisse of Brits 
Subjects; in ſhort, the ro great 
the whole, weighty F Ginn G our Government 


and turns. While theſe anſwer the wiſe and noble 


INOES, on which 


Ends of their Inſtitution, we have bething to fear from 


| foreign or domeſtic Enemies. 


But, My Lok 9, if Parliaments ſhould FEETWOTYt 
Free- 


long, as to forget whence, and for what Pu 


| they derive their Authority; if, inſtead of receiving a 
Compenſation from their Conſt ituents, far Attendance 


and Services, they ſhould bribe, of "otherwiſe? un- 
juſtly influence their Voices in Elections 3 if they, 


then, ſhould forget or diſregard the fundamental Laws 
pf the Inſtitution, and ſo Ui 

implied, between the Repreſentative andthe Repre- 

ſented, by the very Act of Deputation, or Election; 

| mi acting in Oppoſition to, or regardleſs of, the Will 


olve the original Compact, 


and true Intereſt of the People; if Electors ſhould 
become, and publicly declare themſelves, Venal ; and 
the Repreſentatives ſhould follow the Example of their 
Coyſtituents—in Iniquity ; if Laws ſhould be made 
to gratify and-aggrandiſe the Rich, and to oppreſs or 
reſtrain the Poor ; if Votes: ſhould paſs to obſtruct, 
or reſtrain the Execution of Common or Statute Laws; 
if Parliaments ſhould forget,or become ignorant of, the 
fundamental Laws of Society, which are the Baſis of 
their Being; and thinking tbemſelves circumſeribed 
br nothing but their own abſolute Wills, ſnould extend 
Privi- 
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- — — 
o 0 


Privilege to the ſcreening wicked Men from Law and 


Juſtice; and fo lord it over the People, with an impe- 
ria|Sway ; at the fame time tamely ſuffering the Na- 


tion to be ruled by Laws, to which they never did, 


nor could have, aſſented ; the Source of the enlivening 
Spirit of the Civil Conſtitution muſt be poiſoned, the 
State muſt become diſtempered, and Ruin and Diſſo- 


lution, if not timely remedied, muſt inevitably fol- 


low. From theſe dreadful Evils, the Wiſdom, 
the Freedom, the Juſtice and Loyalty of the preſent 


Legiſlature muſt, certainly, ſecure us. We have, 1 
hope, nothing to fear, from that Quarter. - Yet, My: 


Lok p, as human Nature is frail, and the Mind | 
of Man moſt variable, a Kix, juſtly tenacious of 


the PRE ROOGOATIVE, granted bim or the Good of his 


Subjects, as well as his own Security and Honour, 
and a"'PzopLE zealous for preſerving their natural 
Rights and Liberties, muſt ever be watchful, if not 


look on theſe their Delegates, with a jealous Eye. 


Then; Me Lon p, let our whole e giſlative Body 
be ever ſo wiſe, {o juſt; fo careful, it will anſwer little 
or no Purpoſe, 179 17, the GENERAL œONST I- 
TuT TON AL JUDGES, of Right and Property, and in. 


ſome Caſes, of Law, may not fully and freely exerciſe 


their Function. Ifever the King's Judges preſume to de- 
termine Cauſes, without Furies, or, which is the ſame 
thing, intimidate, or;otherwiſe influence, Juries, to 


echo their Lordſhips' Dictates as Verdicts; or by 


any Means, or on any Pretence, deny the Benefit of 


the Laws, in not admitting the aggrieved to a Trial 


of Matters of Property and Right, by a REE 
Jux v of their PE ERS; we muſt be reduced to the 


worſt State of Slavery. All that is dear to Us muſt 


become dependent on the Win of a Ae ee of 


the Judges. 


Your Ectiitncr muſt obſerve, how one ir- 


_— Motion, in 9 of the Wheels, or Move-. 


ments 


—— 
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ment the 19800 Michig⸗ 9 Gone DEW putz the 
whole into Diforder and Confuſion. he particular 


Inſtances of ſuch Caſes, muſt be often. too remote, to 
be ſeen, or immediately perceived, ĩ in your high Sta- 
tion. Arid ſince, I muſt preſume, it is Your Exczr- 
LENCY's full Intention, to promote the true and 
inſeparable Intereſt of His Ma IRS and his Su- 
jects, it cannot be ungrateful to receive, Informa- 
tions, or Hints conducive to the, common Good, even 
from one of the meaneſt of the; Pe eople. This, My 
Lox p, by God's good Providence, am I: Yet I take 
the Liberty of offering myſelf a Candidate for anew, 
and the higheſt Employment, at Court, tho' one for 
which I do not fear many Competitors, . TRurn- 
BEAR ER to the Kin. Let me ſucceed, but in one 
Inſtance, if you will. At preſent I ſhall. only beg 
leave to lay the Grievances of DUBLIN, before 
Your EXCELLENCY ; particularly, with, regard to 
the Commons and CI TizExs being e 
their beſt Rights, and their being denied the Benefit 
of trying a Matter of Property of the laſt Conſe- 
| quence to the WHO E CI r Y by a Jury. 

Permit then, My Lox p, the CoMPLAINTS of an. 
oppreſſed Freeman to come before you; in Behalf of 
himſelf and the reſt of the injured, the ſpoiled Citi- 
Zens of this great and populous Metropolis; an ul... 
low me to ſhew Your EXCELLENCY, how a ſmall 
Faction has wreſted from us the Rights and Privileges - 

naturally andlegally inherent, to our Conſtitution, and 
how they are countenaoeen, in their Lijarpation by 
Men in Power. | | 

It may ſeem irregular to make this direct 

perfonal Application to Your ExcklLEN o for 
the Recovery of Matters of Property or common 
Right, while the Courts of Law ſcem open. To 
them, My Lon b, my Fellow-Citizens and I have 
had obe. Had we been but heard, there 
| would 
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its Magiſtrates and Officers, as by the Introachments 


would hve” bn no (YN for giving You: # 
ExXCELLENCY this Trouble. But, My Lok b, we 
were not heard. We were denied, in a Court of 
Juſtice, a Matter of greater Couſequence, than even 
what we ſued for; that moſt invaluable, that diſtin- 
ouiſhing Privilege of BRITISH Süss, a Trial 


by a Jux v. So that our Grievances, inſtead of being 


lefſened or alleviated, by our Suit at Law, were in- 
creaſed and agg favated. This it is, which has obliged 
me to lay the Cafe before Your ExcELiLExCY, 
perſuaded you wil] not think our Complaints unwor- 
thy of the Care and Conſideration of the wiſcſt and 
beſt of Governors. 

Thus affured of Your Feten 8 Ear, and 


fully confiding in your Protection of the meaneſt and 
weakeſt Advocate for Truth. and Liberty, I venture 


to proceed. 


The adjoining Affidavit; No. I. II. are the leg l. 

Grounds of our Suit; and theſe, No. III. IV. 

the Defence of our Antagoniſts. To. theſe I have 
annexed all the Papers relating to the Points in Diſ- 
pute, nearly in the Order of Time, in which they 
were ſeverally publiſhed, with intent to give Your 
EXcELLENCY a full and diſtinct View of the whole 
Matter in Conteſt. 

I. The firſt is a Rx MONST RANCE ag ainſt certain 
INFRINGEMENTS on the RicnTs and LIBER“ 
11S of theCommons andCitizins of DUBLIN, 
in which is briefly pointed out, the CHARTER CON- 
STITUTION of the City, and the common 
Rights and Privileges of the People. 

II. The ſecond is an AroLoe y for the Civil Rights 


and Liberlies of the Commons aud CITIZENS of 


DvBLI1N ; which contains a ſuccinct Hiſtory of the 


Foundation and Conſtitution of this City; it's illegal 


Sufferings, as well by the Uſurpation or Frauds of 


and 


CNL 1 
and Dppreſſion of evil and corrupt Governors : And 
their legal Grievances, contrived and impoſed by a 
wicked Miniltey, for the Introduction of Popery and 
Arbitrary Power. Together with ſome Remarks 
on tlie State of the Diſpute lately raiſed between 
the Commons and the Aldermen, —_ ſome Aui⸗ 
madverſions on the Opinion of the Recorder. | 

III. The Third, are PRoczeDines of the > BRA 
and. Commons in Common-Covuneil.z. containi 
Reports of Committees, and ſeveral Original Records, 
and other Papers, relating to the Conteſt, -berween 
the Commons and the Aldermen. | 

IV. The fourth is a Mzssacs from 8 
and Commons, to the Lord Mayor and Aldermen ; 

aſſerting the Rights of the Commons in the Elet#ion 
of Aldermen ; proteſting againſt the Election of 
George 'Ribton, and propoſing an amicable Method 
of compoſing the ſubſiſting Differences. 

Theſe proving ineffectual, the C emmons, to diſ- 
charge the Truſt repoſed in them, judged it neceſ- 
ſary to have Recourſe to Law; and, to that End, 
appointed Truſtees, or a Committee, for proſecutin 
the Suit; which Committee publiſhed and . 5 | 
a few Copies of 
V. The fifth Paper; 4 Brizy STATz of thi 
Cas of the Commons and Crvizins of DuBLIN, 
This brought in a ſmall Sum of Money, by volun- 
tary Contribution, to ſupport the Suit, which was 
commenced by the Afidavits N. I. _ 

I am not converſant enough in Law-Terms, nor 
in the Forms or Language of Courts of Judicature, 
to lay before Your ExckrIExx a regular, formal 
Narrative of the Proceedings in Court. But as I 
attended cloſely, and took Minutes of all that was 
offered, for and againſt the Motion, I may venture 
to ſay, I can lay before you the Subſtance of the 
Arguments on both Sides of the Queſtion, in artleſs 
Truth, and REI * 6 

ur 


OO. o 


— — —— 
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Our Lawyers moved for an Information in the 
Nature of a Que If arnanto, againſt George: Ribton, 
choſen by the Aldermen; "regardleſs of the Remon- 
rances and.Proteſts of the SukRirs and Couuoxs; 


4 for. aſſuming and exerciſing the Office of an Alder- 


man of this City, And thereupon. a Rule was ob- 


tained, Ju grant an Information, unleſs Cauſe, the 


Second. of the follpwing Term, Thus the Reverend 
Judges bound themſelves down, by a moſt juſt and 
equitable Rule, which, with due Deference to e 
Judgment, ſhould be as invariable. 

The Day of Hearing being come, the Judges 
took their Places, and = Worſhip ful 
joined them, on the Bench. The Defendant was 


no to. ſboro Cauſe ſhy an Information ſhould not be 
granted againſt bim. For which Purpoſe he pro- 


duced the Affidavits, No. III. IV. and V. annexed ; 
and his learned Lawyers pleaded for him, and his 


Brethren to the Effect following: 


_ ©, That the Aldermen were Men of the n 
* Wiſdom. and Honour: had ruled the City to the 
Satisfaction of the Government, for many Vears; 
© were deemed honeft; in the wort of. Times. That 


the utmoſt Truſt and Confidence were repoſed in 


them, by the Crown and the Legiſlature. That 
< they compofed a Court of Judicature, where Cauſes 


civil and criminal were tried; that they were made 


< the ſole Electors of the thief Magiſtrate, and of 
© other important Officers in the City. That they 
< were long poſſeſſed of, and conſtantly exerciſed, 
the Power of electing Aldermen, which appeared 
* by their Journal called the Monday Book ; that it 
© was to the Advantage of the Public, that the Elec- 


tion was veſted in them alone. That, on the con- 


trary, the Commons were a factious Set of Men, a 
« turbulent and unruly Multitude, who in this Diſ- 


* * * col that PE OY Fiat 


__ 


OR FT TE. 
if Vu iris ru ruat Ain, Thar if us ſhould ſuccetd 
in their moſt exorbitant Demands, of ſetting aſide the 
Election of this Alderman; they might, by the ſame. 
Method, ſet aſide that of every other Alderman at 
the Board: For if the Defendant was not an Al- 
dderman, there was no Alderman in the City; and 
if no Alderman, no Lord Mayor, no Sherif, no 
* W of Peace, no Common- Council, for many 
Tears paſt. That. therefore every Judgment given 
_ © by the Aldermen; in civil Matters, was down right 
Robbery; and every Sentence, paſſed on capital 
5 Criminals, Murder; in ſhort, that the whole Cor- 
* poration of the City: muſt be diſſolved. That this 
vVould encourage other Corporations to ſue for Re- 
dreſs of the like Grievances, ſince it is notorious, 
that fei or none of them are kept up, at this Day, to 
the primitivè Inſtitution. In fine, that it lay ab- 
5 ſolutely at the Will and Diſcretion of the Judges, 
whether an Information ſhould be granted or not; 
and that if the Commons ſhould prevail, as they 
6. * poſtibly might, ſhould the Motion be allowed, the 
granting it, might be attended with the moſt dan- 
om Conſequences.* The Method of ſuing was 
objected to; it was ſaid, That Qa Warranto's 
having been often abuſed, by tyrannical Princes, 


| + for the Subverſion of Corporations, were 


che Deteſtation of all good Subjects . 


+ Our Lawyers moved for the reading the Charter of 
Chattes the Firſt, which was done accordingly ; and the 
Paragraph quoted in the Remoiſtrance, p. 1 5. in the 
Apology, p. 34. and in thæ Report of the Commons, 
p. 21. was urged to prove the ORI NAL RigHrT of 
the Corporation at large, to chuſe Aldermen ; as the 
Afdavits No. 1. II. were; to prove, that that Right 
was poſſeſſed and exerciſed by the Citizens, or their 
Repreſentatives till about the Year 1714. It was 
| C4 argued, 


— —— —  —  — ..___ — 
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rr 


(12) 
rgued, That the Merits of the Cauſe were not to be 
* brought before the Court, at this Time. That what 
< lay before the Judges, was only to determine, whether 
cor no, there were ſufficient Grounds for admitting 
« the Plaintiffs to a Trial. That as they ſued for a 
Matter of Property or Right, it could not be other- 
« wiſetriedthanby aFury,—That a Point, of ſuch great 
61 mportance, could not be finally determined by 
6 Judges, on a mere Motion; ſince ſuch a Determi- 
nation would be attended with this, among other 
evil Conſequences, that it would debar the Plaintiffs 
from the Benefit of an Appeal, an eſſential Privi- 
© lege of the Subject, which the Verdict of a Fury 
could not exclude them. That it did not ſo pro- 
+ perly lie before the Bench, at this Time, to enquire, 
s whether the Commons were in the Right or not, as 
« whether they had any juſt Grounds for a Doubt. 
bare Suſpicion of a Right That, if there were ſuch, - 
< which the Defendant could not deny, it was Matter 
of Law to determine, how far, and what Length 
of, Uſage could take away a yosITIVE ORIGINAL 
6 Ricnr ; which was a Point that could only be 
«© ſpoke to, when the Information ſhould be granted. 
It was confeſſed, that there was a diſcretionary 
Power in the Judges, to grant or refuſe an Infor- 
mation; but inſiſted, that their Diſcretion and 
s Power was bound and circumſeribed by the unerring 
Rules of Fuſtice and of Law alone, in this, as well as 


n all other Caſes; our Conſtitution not allowing any 


of it's Miniſters to be abſolute, or arbitrary, but 


_ © keeping all, even the SurREME MacisTRATE, un- 


«£ der the direFive, if not the coercive Power of the 
Laws.“ Here the Court interrupted the Lawyers, 
with telling them, ihe Hazard, Inexpediency and Incon- 
veniency of granting an Information. —T he Lawyers 


re-aſſuming themſelves, in proceeding,replied, That 
no political Regard to che Conſequences ſhould pi 


(FF ) 


8. the Court, in doing Juſtice and Law; that Sang 


© the Motion, was no more. That the Rikki and 


© Privileges of the Subjects muſt be upon a moſt pre- 
© carious Footing, if the Judgment of a Court of Ju- 
* ftice was to be direted by Matter of Expediency, 
* fince the Tranſition was ſo very eaſy, from Expe- 


© dience to Convenience, from Convenience to Inclina- 


tion. As for the Method by Quo Warranto, it was 


* argued, to be the only effectual, definitive Method 


of trying the Points in Conteſt. Which was ano- 
ther ee Reaſon, why the e ſhould 


not be refuſed.” That tho? 


arrauto*s were 


< ſometimes abuſed, to the Diſſolution of Bodies Cor- 
© porate, by tyramnical Princes, there was no Reaſon 
© to apprehend any Abuſe of ſuch Proceſſes, at this 


Time, under a Prince and Miniſtry, who have ever 
- © ſquared their Actions by the Laws. And if the City 


had forfeited their Charters,” by the Abuſes of the | 


« Magiſtrates ; as the Defendants ſeemed to confeſs, 
it was high Time to put a Stop to ſuch Abuſes, 
and reſtore all to Harmony and Rights, by due 
« Coarſe of Law: The Extent. of which could never 


be exerted with greater Safety to the People, than 
under the preſent Government. Upon the Whole, 
that the Affidavits of the Plaintiffs proved in gene- 


© ral, AN ORIGINAL INHERENT RIGHT, in the Citi- 
nens or Corporation at large, to chuſe Aldermen.— 
That the particular Inſtances of electing were to be 

proved, when they ſhould be admitted to a legal 
« Trial, —That then the Records of the City muſt be 
produced, when it would appear, that the Monvay 
Book, in which the only Entry of the Election of 
* Ribton was made, was not a Record, nor could 
any Entry therein bind the Commons; as it was 


* kept, privately, by the Aldermen only *. „ 


c the Affidavits of the Defendant, did not, in F 8 
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Gentleman appeared in bis private, not public 
che judges could not admit a Matter of ſo great Con- 


10 WT d 644 105 Fra 
ra cheſs abs the: Plaintiffs, nor was there 
4 ny Cauſe ſhewn, to induce che Court to recede 
*< fform' the Rule rad laft Term, 10 grant an In- 
© formation, to bring to a legal Iſſue, a Matter which 
not only raiſed Doubts and Diſſatisfactions, but 
„Diſcord, Tumult, Diſquiet, and almoſt a total 
* enen to the publick Buſineſs of the City, as 
by the Aﬀitavits.* 

"IEC ods confeffed an Oriol INHERENT 
Rienr of electing Aldermen, in the Cox POR ATION 
-AT LANE; and that fo plainly and evidently proved, 
that had an Information been ſued for, upon the ſame 
Grounds, and in the lite Caſe by any inferior Corpo- 
ration in the Kingdom, it would admit of no Doubt, 
uo Heſitation in the granting. Nay, further, that if 

the Kine's Attorney General, moved for this Infor- 
mation, in the Quality of of bis Office, t the Court could 
ot refuſe him. But, as it was preſumed,” that that 


Capacity, 


ſequence, as the very Being of the Corporation of the 


City of Dublin, to be put to the HAZARD of a Trial, 
| ——However, ſome Days were taken to give a 


par 
ſitive Sentence. Then the Information was abſolutely 
refuſed. Thus the Subjects in general are denied 


and debarred the moſt ineſtimable of their Privileges, 


a Trial of Matter of Right and Property, by a Ju- 


ry of their Peers. The Commons and Citizens of 


Dublin, in particular, were denied the only effectu- 


= judicial Means of determining a Conteſt of the 
_ utmoſt Conſe 


quence to the whole City, I might; in 
truth, have faid, Kingdom ; with this wretched Ag- 


gravation, that it was done by a Jud ment from 
wilich'they have no Af W- N 


' Your Excerrency knows, that the Law is both 


the Meafure and Bond, of the Duty and Allegiance 


of the Subject. | And fure, My Long: whoever de- 
vor 


(as) ' 
prives the Subject of the Benefit of the Laws of his 


Country, does, as much as in him lies, diflolye.the 


| beſt Security of both King and People. 
the King, ſwear to the PRO LR, before Hg is enttuſt- 
ed with the Government, that nE will obſarue, and 
cauſe all. the Laws to he kept? Are not his Judges 
and other Miniſters intruſted with the Cuſtody: of 
this Oath? And do not the Judges ſwear that they 
will do equal Lau, and Right, 10 all the King's Sub- 
Jets, as well to poor, as rich; and nat delay any 
Perſon of common Rigbt, for the LizTTaRS. of the 
Kix, or of. any-otber. Perſon, or for am other. Cauſe: 
But if any ſuch Letter ſhould come to them, they Hall 
proceed to do the Law, the ſaid Letters notwithſtand- 
ing? Were theſe Oaths, My Loxn, duly obſerved, 
or kept in the foregoing Cale? I aſk with due Reve- 
rence to my Lords the Judges, and ſubmit it to 
Your ExcgLLExer's Judgment. 
WMben it was conceded by Macna CBA, that 
yo Subject ſhould ſuffer in his, Liberty on Property, but 
according to the Laws, and ly tbe lawfud, Judgmaut 
ef bis Equais ; It was next wiſely and juſtiſ pro 


vided, That tbe Adminiſtrutian af. Riphtior Fuſtice, 


- ſhould. neifber be sol. b, DENIED, f DLAN #2 ANY « 
Theſe, My Lonp, are the peculiar, the diſtinguiſn- 


ing Privileges of Britiſi· Subjects, thoſe on which 


the very Eſſence of our, glorious Conſtitutien de- 
— Whether we are allowed the Benefits of theſe 


NDAMENTAL Laws, im this Inſtance, and wherher 


a good Subject can tacitly bear ſo fatal an Incroach- 
ment on hi Birth-Right; I ſubmit to Lo Exer 
LENCY'S Judgment -ich all. due RN e 
1 Lords the Judges. | 

If an Alien among us, concemenhe has a. Tice to 
any thing, he has by our Conſtitution, an unqueſtion- 
able Right. to: try his Property, according to Laws. 


3 2 ma a moſt can. 
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ſiderable Body of Freemen, are not to be ſu ppoſed 
on a worſe Footing ! If Judges may, at theis Plea- 
ſure, obſtruct legal Trials, we may no longer be cal- 
led a Free People; Our Government can no longer 
be deemed legal, it becomes abſolute and imperial; 
our Property and Rights' are moſt a or 
political Expediency or private Intereſt, may often, if 
not eternally, prove a Bar to Juſtice—with moſt 
humble Deference to my Lords the Judges. 

Men who have the beſt Laws for their common 
Security and good Government, and are, by theſe 
who have the Cuſtody, and the executive Power of 
theſe Laws, refuſed the common Benefits thereof, 
are reduced to a worſe Condition than Barbarians, 
left in a rude State of Nature. There lawleſs, immo- 
ral Force is, not only allowable, but often, ſucceſs- 
fully uſed, to eſtabliſh Rights, and to obtain Freedom 
and Juſtice. But here, due Subjection to Laws for- 
bids all Tendency to Violence; let the Conſequence | 
be what it may ! What dreadful Pangs then, muſt 
every Man of the leaſt Senſe of Freedom feel, in be- 
ing thus refuſed the common Uſe and Benefit of the 
Laws of his Country ?—Precedents, My Lord, are 
powerful Things in Courts of Judicature:--T may ven- 
ture to ſay, if this be eſtabliſhed, that a few Repetitions 
of it, cannot fail, in Time, of giving a fatal Shock 
to the whole Conſtitution,--withall due Reverence and 
moſt humble Submiſſion to my Lords the Judges. 

No Badge of the NormanConqueſt has been look- 
ed at, with ſo jealous an Eye, by the free Bri:i/h 
Spirit, as the Inſtitution of Judges. As Creatures of 


Prerogative, and for the moſt Part, dependant, they 


have generally been obſerved to pay more Regard to 
the Principum Placita, than to the Plebiſcita; to ex- 
tend the one, and to abridge or curtail the other; 
and that by the moſt unjuſt and illicit Methods. 1 
ſpeak this with the utmoſt Reſpect and Reverence 
due to our Judges. * 


7 
Than never was a Tyranny, of any Kind, ſet up 
in theſe Kingdoms, that was not, in ſors: Sort, 
counterianced, if not abetted by the Judges. Of 
this many remarkable Inſtances, if neceſſary, might 
begien, I ſhall offer but a fe p. a 

Let me begin with that which laid the Foundation 
| for: the heavieſt Oppreſſion this Nation ever knew, 
ſince Oux KI x firſt became King of Britain, the 
ſubjecting one free Kingdom to another, one Parlia- 
ment to another; againft the common, natural Rights 
of Man; againſt the Laws of Nature and Nations; 
againſt che Conſent of the People and their Repreſen- | 
tatives, whichalone can give Force to a Law: Againſt 
the Common and Statute-Laws of both Kingdoms: 
Againſt ſeveral Charters of Liberties and Immunities 
granted to this Kingdom: Inconſiſtent with the Roy- 
alties of a Kingdom, and the Prerogative of the 
Cron: Againſt the Reſolution of ſeveral uninfluen- 
ced Judges 3. and contrary to the Practict of all for- 
mer Ages: - Subverſive of Liberty and Property: 
Introductive of Variety of Inconveniences and the 
utmoſt. Confuſion : And as diametrically oppoſite 
to the true Intereſt of the King and People of both 
Realms, as to Reaſon. and Equity; as has been irre- 
fragable proved by a late truly loyal Patriot of our 
Country. I wiſh all this was not to be laid at the 
Door of that great, and in Law, canonifed, Judge, 
Lord Cate; who is, in many Inſtances, in bis private 
and public Character, inconſiſtent with himſelf, as well 
as with Truth and Reaſon, particularly upon this 
Head; but at laſt agrees with his worthy Predeceſſor 
the Chief Juſtice Huſſey, In a poſitive Aſſertion 
that Ireland is ſubject to the Laws made in Eng- 
land, againſt the Cann of the People or Parliament 
of the Kingdom. But none gave a greater Proof of 
the Frailty of Man, than Coke. He was at once the 
moſt learned, the moſt eminent Lawyer, themoſt pow- 
F D erl. 
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erful Judge, the moſt ſuple; ee temporifing, 
corrupt Courtier. 22 0635244 


Your EXCELLENCY can be no Sean the 


* - 


earlier wicked Attempts of the Exglifb Judges, to 
deſtroy the Britiſh Rarliament, and make King Ri- 
chard the Second an abſolute Monarch; for which, 
as ſoon as the Convulſions given the State were al 
lay'd, the Chief Fuſtice was hanged, and the reſt ba- 
iſhed to Ireland; where, with humble Submiſſion to 


our Lords the Judges, it is ſuſpected, thay: . 


gated. | ; 
Yovr ail knows, that the Judg 
Charles the Firſt's unhappy Reign, and in cher late. 
King Fame,'s Time, took the like Meafares:;/ that 
the 4706 Judges in the Reign of Queen Aune, by 
Falſhood and Corruption, endeavoured to ſubvert the 
Conſtitution of this City, to gratify a moſt wicked 
and abominable Miniſtry. For which nefarious Crimes, 
they were all ſtigmatiſed by Parliament. Nor can 
ſappoſeYour ExcelLEncvycouldhave over-looked 
in Eliſtory, the many remarkable Inſtances of Bribery, 
| nt and Perjury, proved on the Euglif 
It is well known, that the Chief Juſtice of 
ie ont of Common Pleas, in the Reign of Edward 
the Firſt, was haniſbed for Bribery, the Chief Fuſtice 
of the King's Bench to Edward the Third, was 
hanged, for the like Offence. The Reaſon for this 
more rigorous Sentence ſtands on the Rolls, in theſe 
Words; Quia predifus Wilhelmus Thorpe gui Sa- 
cramentum Domini Regis, erga Populum ſuum, habuit 
ad cuſtodiendum, fregit malicioſe, falſe & rebelliter, 
quantum in ipſo full, &c. This corrupt Fudge, how- 
ever, did not take theſe Bribes, in any Cauſe, where 
Matters of Property between ordinary Suitors were 
depending; but merely for delaying the Execution of 
public Juſtice, in out- lawing certain Offenders, If 
Gn then, be {o heinous a Crime in Thorpe, what can 


be 


| 
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bs thought of ſuch Judges, as ' regardleſs 8 chein 
Oath, and the King? 8, not delay, but poſitively deny, 
the Subjects Right and Juſtice, and the common 
Benefits of the Laws; in not admitting them to try 
their Property, by due Courſe of Law, the Verdict 
of their Peers? I hope ſuch J ae will ne 
found in our Land! 
But of all the Crimes chargeable on the OY IP by 
any Age, (and how many I omit, in theſe, as welt 
as former times Your ExcEILEN I well knows) 
— are none more remarkable, nor more to my 
Puorpoſe, than that of their implacable Averſion ia 
Juries. Wherher it is, that they look on theſe an- 
tient popular Fudges, with an evil Eye, becauſe they 
are, in fact, their Superiors, I cannor- ſay; but it is 
evident, chat the King's Judges, or Juſtices, have con · 
ſtantly endeavoured to eclipſe, ſometimes to ſubvert, 
and often fined, impriſoned, or otherwiſe abuſad the 
popular Fudges, eſpecially when they did not bring in 
agreeable Verdicts: Tho' the Juſtices have rarely, 
if ever, eſcaped public Cenſure for ſo doing, or for 
preſuming to Sec Matters of Property or Right, 


| without the Aſſiſtance or Sanction of Juries. 


The great King Ared cauſed Forty-four Fuſtices ; 
to be hanged, in one Lear; as Murderers, for falſe 
- Judgments. Their particular Crimes are recited in an 
ant ient Law Book, called the Mirour of Tuſtices, and 
appear moſtly to be, i in one Kind or other, Infr inge 
ments, Violations or Incroachments of, or upon, the 
Powers, Rights or Privileges of Juries. 

LA TIME R, a pious Prelate and Martyr for * 
Liberty of Chriſtianity: and his Country, in his: third 
Ser mon preached before King Edward the Vith of 
happy Memory, requires bim in GOD's Behalf, not 
to put Men to the bearing of theſe V elvet-Coats, theſe - 
Upſkips, the Judges, on whom he makes fo poſitive a 
Charge of Partiality and Corruption, that he pro- 


2 nounces, 


1 4 20 } 
nounces, Hell will be full of theſe Fudgpes, if they're- 
pent not and amend; and ſo conjures the good young 


gs to bear poor Men's Suits himſelf. 


' There are many Reſolutions and Orders of the 
Houſe of Commons of England, declaring the Hlega- 
lity of reſtraining Juries ir, or puniſhing them for, 
their Verdict, and cenſuring Judges for ſo doing. 

Thee Inſtances, My Lok p, 1 hope, are ſufficient 
to ſhew, what Wounds the Conſtitution has hereto- 
fore received, what it is ſtill to fear from the Arbitra- 
15 Fudoments of *Fuſtices ; and how neceflary it is, 


for a good Governor, to hold a watchful Eye on the 


Conduct of theſe Miniſters. I ſpeak with all due 
Reſpect and Reverence to the Judgment of my Lords 


the Judges, yet am perſuaded, the Caſe J have in- 
ſtanced will prove: ſufficient Grounds for our Com- 


pPlaining, and for hopes that Tou EXCELLENCY 


will judge the unparallelled Diſtreſſes of the COMMons 
and CI IZ ENs of this antient and moſt loyal City, 
in particular, as well as the e vil Tendency of theſeſum- 
mary Proceedings of the Judges, to the general State, 
well worth your Conſideration; ; that you will, there: 


. fore, look into theſe Papers, which I flatter myſelf, 


will lay the Merits of the Caſe fo clearly before Your | 
ExCcELLENCY, that you cannot forbear intereſting 
yourſelf in our Complaints; whereby we ſhall be ad- 


mitted to a full, fair, legal Trial of our Property, 


a Fury, or obtain a full PARLIAMEMTARY EN- + 
QUIRY into the political State of the City, either of 
which muſt fully anſwer our Expectations. 

F ſhall now, My Log p, only further trouble 
Your EXCELLENCY with expoſing one of the ma- 


ny artful Inſinuations of our Antagoniſts,” as that 


which they now put in the Mouth of every Advocate 
for them, and which 1s become almoſt univerſally 
prevalent. 


They 


(21) 

1 hey ſay, That all thoſe who oppoſe the reigning 
F action 7 in the City, are Tories and Jacobites. hat 
we have raiſed all this Clamour, to diſturb the Go- 
vernment, and the Peace of the City, to favour foreign 


: 8 who threaten our National Peace and Safe- 


ty; concluding, that had we à real Rigbt, this is not 
a fit Time for raiſing C onteſts' or Dipputes among Pro- 


| em and Fellow-Citizens * 


Whether ſuing, in a legal Mates; for ancient Bri- 


tiſp 1 and Rights, purchaſed by the Blood 

and Treaſure of our free, brave Anceſtors, ſavours 
or not, of Tory or Jacobite Principles,” I humbly 

| ſubmit to Your Excertexncy*sunprejudiced toda: 
ment. They that thus, as artfully, as falſely, aſperſe 
us, know, that all who, in any manner, appeared in 


this Cauſe, are Proteſtant Freemen, moſtly of the 


eſtabliſhed C hurch, who prefer the Well-being of the 
Civil Conſtitution,” to every other Worldly Confi- 
deration. This our Antagoniſts can teſtify. And 
we challenge them to charge us with any Breach or 


Neglect of our Civil Duties, unleſs oppoſing fell 


F action and Tyranny be ſuch. Can Aſſertors of the 


Rights and Liberties of Britiſh, free-born Subjects, 
be deemed Enemies to the preſent happy Govern- 
ment? Or in any Degree Favourers of re 


or Slavery, from any Quarter? 


As for proſecuting our Rights at Tae being, at 


| this Time, ap 8 f or unſcaſonable, 1 can by no 


Means conceive it. I confeſs,” I am convinced of 
the direct contrary; that it cannot be done too ſoon, 
and that this is the beſt and moſt proper Juncture, 
to ſue for, and finally to determine the Matters in 
Conteſt, between tie Commons and Aldermen of 
this City. It is reſtraining, not exerciſing the Laws, 
225 weakens or endangers the State, 


JE Apobey, p. 81.1 n 
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„„ 
| When we are threatened,” oh every Side, by fo- 
rei ign and domeſtic neracs to our gain 
tution, we cannot, ſurely, be too early in preparing | 
for an Attack. A City to be beſieged; is not o 


effectually ſecured, + by repairing and ſtrengthening 


its Walls 7 Fortifications, as by - removing the 


Grievances of the Citizens, and giving them an In- 


| tereſt worth green for or abe A . | 


— 


. — 5 at he —— of a beltegedChy than this? N 


Deluded Men! What do you fight for? Why d 
you be us? Are you not dipeſted of all 2 1 is 


worth your Care, youn antient Liberties and Rights? | 


DEA your 30 ed Laws and Government protect your 

rties? Do they not even countenance the hate 
ful l ut) impoſed upon you? How long will vou ä 
tamely bear he Oppreſſor s Wrongs, the proud Man 
C 598 25:5 the Inſolence of Office, the Law's Delay? 
Can you thus court Tyranny? embrace an, For 
Shame! exert your Senſes. We come not to deftroy, 8 
but to reſtore, you to full Poſſeſſion of all your once+ 
boaſted Rights, Properties and Privileges. —Such a 
Declaration, well founded, muſt prove more preva- 
lent than Force. Therefore it cannot be good Po- 
licy, to leave ſuch Incentives in the Power of an Ene- 
my, when the Matters in Conteſt may be ſo ſoon, 
ſo readily determined by Law, to the 5 Eaſe and 
Satisfaction of all Parties, without the leaſt Fear of | 
ill Conſequences to any in the Right. 

Had Lonpon, or any other conſiderable City in | 
England, been treated —_ the Indignity, the Cru- 
elty and Injuſtice long practiſed upon DusLIN, and 
had tried all legal and juſt Meaſures of obtaining 
a e of 9 and OT, with no bet- | 

Tr” 
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 Robellions, artfully raiſed and fomenred by evil and. 
falſe Suggeſtions, of this Kind, which took 
Tm with a Sett of deſperate or pampered eople, 
_ regardleſs, forgetful, or ignorant of the true, inva- : 
Ae Intereſt of their Country, would have pro- 
| bably looked more horrible. When the Nor- 
then Belpage of BxTTATx has forgot the miſerable 
State of Cloth, Coverty and Servitude, from which 
the People were fo lately reclaimed; and longing af- 
ter their ancient Barburity, their worſe than Eeyptian 
Bondage, fly in che Face of thoſe very Laws that 
uni ten them, as Brethren, in the oc GLORIOUs Fa- 
mily of Britain: When OxrorD, that ONCE FAMED. 
Seminary of Literature and Arts, ſeems to have 
borrowed the Getius of a certain inglorious, modern 
Republic, both alike, while poor and under Tyrants 
oppreſſed, brave and virtuous, powerfully ee 
their Eloquence, and freely expending their Blood and 
Treaſure to regain or uphold their Liberties: But 
when once peaceably poſſeſſed, growing 8 = 
from ipoor- and needy, 1 High and Mighty, 
fell into Exceſſes, Luxury, and Sloth, and ſo ungrate- 
fully ſpurning at the Laws and Powzns that ſupport 
. in the full uninterrupted Enjoyment of all that 
is defireable on Earth, ſervilely, venally, baſely bend - 
ing the Knee, nay, ready to yield themſelves up, to 
the firſt Tyrant that bids the Price for them: When 


this moſt antient Univerſity can forget that ſhe ſuffer- 


ed more grievoully than any Corporation in England, 

under the unnatural, illegal Government of the 
Stuarts, from which the Revolution alone could 
have reſoued her, and yet now grow fo unmindful of 
thoſe that wrought her Deliverance and eſtabliſned 

her Freedom and Rights, as publicly to declaim, nay, 
exclaim againſt her Deliverers, to foment Treafon 
oy abe by all the Actions, as well as the Docu- 


Ee... ments 


dt; her) Fellows and; Maſters in the. ankle 
and private Schools, even in the debaſed Theatre, 

and; openly | extol and court the ſpurious, the 
imaginary Progeny of their late Inſlabers, rendered 
yet more ſavage, by Foreign Popiſh Edutation, to 
yoke them again to the Plow : What would they do 
were they enthralled like Us ? Had they had any real 
Grievances to complain of, and, after due Applica- 
tion, were denied Redreſs, then indeed they might 


have had ſome Colour, or Pretence for their wild 
Extravagancies. They might, in Expreſſion, then 
have joyned with that no leſs zealous, but more juſt 


and wiſe Heathen, who ſaid, Flectere fi nequeo Superos, 
Acheronta moveba.—Butlet: them firſt move theGops, 
before they ſeek Aids from Hell; that is, let them 
firſt, like us, have Recourſe to SupkRos, the higher 
Powers, or the Laws, and“ till they fail of obtaining 
Reſtitution of Wrongs, by that n not ſtir Bp 
__ -Acheronts, —Rebelliion. 


And here, while fallen Oxford, is in my 3 let 


me recommend it to thoſe great Men, who import 


Engliſh Clergy, as ſome do French Cooks; and who 
adorn our Courts of Juſtice with Lawyers or Judges 


from the ſame fruitful Soil, that, at the Time they 
are promoting Laws to prevent the further Growth of 


Popery, they do not intail Slavery, in another 


Shape, on us; which ; muſt, ſoon, pervert our 
Morals, as well as Religion; It can never be prudent 
to draw Water from a + turbid, much leſs from a 
polluted Spring, while a pure Fountain is at Hand. 
IT hob we ſee ChRISTIAxITx becoming, again, faſbion- 
able in England, by the Labours of ſome eminent 


Lay-men; yet, ales! LIEBER T is quite otherwiſe. 


That mac} ever ſink, in Proportion, as Luxury and 
Senſuality riſes. When LiszzTyY and a moſt truly 
CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT are openly decried, 


- where Youth receive the fi { Impreſſions of Learning | 


* | 9 Or 
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or Policy: When ſome great Towns and Cities with 
Impynity permit, I may ſay, encourage, ſome Rep-: 
tiles to crawl among them, in the hateful, exploded, 
party-coloured, 5 Garb, invented in Imitation 


of the barbarous, ſavage Pis : and to ſpeak Treaſun 


in their public Streets, ſnould We not be as cautious 
in holding Commerce with them, as if a Peſtilence 
raged among them, till they have performed Qua- 
rentine, and produced Certificates of Health? Some 
of the Clergy, I confeſs, have done this; and there- 
fore poſſeſs the uppermoſt Place in my poor Boſom. 
As for the Gentlemen of the other Gown, I ſee na 
Traces of the Univerſity in them, ſo they may paſs: 
But it is to be hoped, that none of either will ſo far par- 
ticulariſe himſelf, ſtung by this general Charge, as 
to give any Man room to ſay, T how art the Man: 
It any ſhould, I am eaſy. My Heart and Hand 
are, and ever muſt be, at Enmity with Slaves, as well 
as Tyrants, of all ename in all Stations. 

Oppreſſion is generally ſa:d to make wiſe Men 
mad. Tho? we have not yet proved ourſelves wie, 
it can hardly be either juſt, or prudent, to preſs us 
much further, truſting to our Pin or un 
of Feeling or Choler. 

The Kinc has not more dy fairhful 5 Sip 
Subjects, than the Proteſtants of Ireland in general, 
the Citizens of Dublin in particular; and if Juſtice 
and Equity cannot prove ſufficient Motives to Men 
in Power, to protect and ſecure them in their Civil 
Rights, good Policy certainly ſnould. A People, 
ho have any juſt Senſe of Freedom, can honour or 

ſerve no King, or Government, that does not ſup- 

| Port and, ſecure their ſacred Liberty and their Pro- 

perties inviolable. That Government muſt ever be 

beſt eſtabliſhed, where Intereſt, as well as Principles, 
combine to bind the Subjects in Love and I oyalty. 

This muſt be ours, if all Miniſters and Officers of 
the 


You ExXCELLENCY, even this 


Cen Ws bu. 
the State exerciſe their ra, agreeable to Laws, 
and their-Inſtitution. 


Much more might be ſaid 92 ub Ke par wo 


ill, probably, prove 


_ too'tedious, as well as unneceſſary. You muſt know 
the Rights of Br:ti/þ Subjects. You have often pro- 


ved your Ability, as well as Inclination to aſſert, 


to ſupport, and to defend them. Therefore, I flat- 


ter myſelf, with Hopes, that while Providence of- 
fers you the Means, the Power of reſtoring facred 
Liberty to ſo many of his Majeſty's faithful Subjects, 
as are inſlaved in this City and Kingdom, you will 
not, in Regard to the KING you repreſent, whoſe 
Throne is founded on the Liberty of his People, in 
Regard to your own Conſcince, and the Glory of 
redeeming ſo many e 120 let tip the 
happy Opportunity, __ 

The Parliament of Great-Britain have lately looked 
into the Political State of London, the freeft of Ci- 
ties; and judging it inconſiſtent with the Liberty of 
the CDN that the Aldermen ſnould have even a 


Negative on their Tranſactions, paſſed an Act to take 
away that injurious Power. And yet the Aldermen 


of London are not the Creatures of a Faction, but 


are choſen by the free Voices of the Inhabitants of 


every Ward; a Regulation extremely wanting in 
this City: Where, inſtead of a Juſtice of Peace to 
every Ward, we have but one acting Juſtice in the 
whole City. In ſhort, my Loxkp, When. you come 
to ſee how we are governed, or rather, ruled, I am 
perſuaded Your ExctLLENcy muſt pity us, and 


| admire our long continued Tolleration, without the 


leaſt Variation in our Loyalty, under the moſt bit- 
ter, ſlaviſn Oppreſſion. 


It may be thought better Policy to have concealed 


my Name, fince I have often been groſsly abuſed and 


vilified by certain Profticutes 1 in Power, for my Puiſnè 
| Efforts 


2 

Efforts for 4 Gut e of Truth and Liberty. ; and 
fince fuch as dare openly to refuſe the Subjects Law 
and Right, may well be ſuppoſed, in a like ar- 
bitrary and illegal gal Manner, to cruſh or oppreſs the 
Co mplainant. But, my Loxp, I hate a Maſk, and 
every Man that dares 2 not boldly aſſert Truth and 
Liberty without one. Moreover, whenever it be- 
comes criminal, or hazardous to approach the Su- 
PREME MAIsTRATE, or his Repreſentative, with 
juſt Complaints, or to inform him of Truths im- 
portant to the Commonwealth, or to aſſert the an- 
tient Liberties and Privileges of the People, the Basis 
of the Civil Conſtitution, let me as an unfit Member 
be cut off. But while aner reigns, whoſe Throne 
is founded on LiszzTy., and a STANHOPE holds the 
Reins of Government, I can fear no ſuch Tyranny. 
Therefore, I not only offer this Complaint in Per- 
ſon, but alſo ſubſcribe my Name, as well to teſtify 
my Senſe of Freedom under your Adminiſtration, 

as that I am and ſhall, upon all Occaſions, be ready 
to maintain the ſeveral Allegations. in my Complaint, 
_ whenever, you honour me with an Opportunity; and 
to declare; that I am, with all due Allegiance to the 


- SACRED PERSON you ee and ane Re- 
PM to your Yn, | 


bo Moy it pleaſe Youn Rada ble! ; 


Your moſt dutiful, and, moſt _ 
Hane ee | | 


— : E 


CRa RLE Lucas. 
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n I. 


4 RLES Lucas, of the City of Dublin, 
_ Apothecary, depoſeth, that he has been for ſe- 
a Years paſt a Freeman of the ſaid City, and that 
he is now in the Common- Council thereof, as one of the 
' Repreſentatives of the Corporation of Barbers and Chi- 
' Fur geons, Apothecaries and Peruke-makers, or Guild 
t. Mary Magdalene, within the faid City: That 
the bieder we to qualify him for diſcharging the Truſt of 
.a Common Council- man *, he has uſed his beſt En- 
deavours to learn the' Conſtitition of the faid City: 
and to this End has read and made Abſtracts of the 
ſeveral Charters, granted to the faid City, from the 
| Reign 
5 *. OATH of a Common Council man. 

Firft, You ſhall ſwear to be faithful and true unto our So- 
vereign Lord King George the Second, and to bis Heirs and 
- Succefſors for evermore ; you hall give your faithful Coun- 
fel unto the Ma 2 in Town and Field, for the Time being, 
as a Common- Council- man ſhould do: You thall anſwer 
unto all due Summonſes and Aſſemblies when your Mayor 


calls for you by his Officers, without Sickneſs or a lawful 
. Excuſe let. you, if that you be within the City : You ſhall 


Council of the City : You ſhall not abſent yourſelf on the 
Election of a Mayor on Michaelmas- Day, on Pain of the 
Laws made in old Time. 

Alſo, You ſhall attend the Mayor on the Station-Days 
with a ſeemly Gown fit for your Place and Calling, if that 
vou be within the City, or a lawful Excuſe let you, with this 
and all others for the King's Majeſty's Weale, and that of 
"the. City, as a Common- Council man ſhould do, to You 


tower. 
So help you God, 


not refuſe any lawful Office if you be elected by the Mayor and 


(29) 


2 Reign of King Nd the 2d to the Reign of his pre- 
ent. Majeſty, of which Copies are enrolled in the 
7 bolſel Office : And read over the ſeveral Rolls, and 


other Matters of Record in theſaid Officepreſerved, 


thoſe eſpecially fince the Vear 162 5 to this preſent 


Year ; and took Notes and Abſtracts of all _ oc- 


curred to him, which related to the Government of 
the ſaid City, and the Election of Magiſtrates and 


Officers therein, That by the Means aforeſaid, He 


has made himſelf acquainted with the Charters, By- 
Laws and Records, on which the Rights, Liberties, 

. Privileges, Franchiſes, Cuſtoms and Ulages of the 
faid City, and the Citizens thereof reſpectively, are 


founded. That having diſcovered many Infringements 


4 the Rights, Liberties, Privileges, Franchiſes, Cuſ- 
toms and Uſages of the Commons and Citizens, 


made, as he apprehends, by the Aldermen of the ſaid 


City, He, to diſcharge the Truſt in him repoſed. 
diſcloſed the ſame to the Corporation of which he is a 


Member, and at preſent one of the Repreſentatives as 


aforeſaid. Whereupon the ſaid Corporation, in their 
Common- Hall aſſembled, directed and authoriſed this 
Deponent, with their other Repreſentatives in the ſaid 
8 8 neil, to oppoſe with all his or their 


2 ht the ſaid Infringements, and to proſecute the 
ts and Liberties of the Commons and Citizens, 
with appeared to be with-held-by the Board of Al- 


| dermen of the ſaid City; promiſing this Deponent 
and their other Repreſentatives, their utmoſt Aſſiſt- 
ance, and conſtant Support in the faithful Diſcharge 


of the Dury and Truſt of Common-Council-men. 
That in purſuance of ſuch Directions, this Deponent 


with others of the Common-Council, uſed all their 


beſt Means to move the ſaid Aldermen to reſtore to 
the Commons and Citizens their Rights and Liberties, 


ſo with-held as aforeſaid. This Deponent faith, that 
among others it appears to him, that the Citizens of 


the 


($9). 


the ſaid City of Dublin are by Charter impowered to 
make By-Laws and Ordinances, and to chuſe, elect 
and appoint ſeveral Officers and Servants, for the Se- 
curity and good Government of the Corporation ok 
the ſaid City. That the Common-Council, as Re- 
preſentatives of the Citizens of the ſaid City, have, 
Time immemorial, poſſeſſed and exerted this Right 
and Power, except where altered or reſtrained by the 
new Rules made by the Government and Pri 
Council of this Kingdom, in or about the Year 167 _ 
This Deponent ſaith, that it appears to him from the 
Rolls, which are the Records FF Aſſembly, and which 
are all atteſted or ſubſcribed by the Chief Magiſtrate | 
and Aldermen of the ſaid City for the Time in which 
the ſaid Records were made. That there has been, 
Time immemorial, Twenty-four of the Citizens of 
the ſaid City choſen and elected Aldermen of the faid 
City. And that it further appears to this Deponent 
from the Charter of the 17th of King Charles the 
Firſt, that certain Powers and Privileges, in the ſaid 
Charter mentioned, were granted to'the ſaid Alder- 
men by the ſaid Charter, which ſaid Charter Was 
founded and granted on an Information, that the 
Elections of the ſaid Aldermen were veſted in, and by 
conſtant Cuſtom and Uſage, made by the Mayor, 
Bailiffs, Commons and Citizens of the ſaid City of 
Dublin. This Deponent further ſaith, that agreeable 
to the ſaid Charter of King Charles the Firſt, the 
Elections of Aldermen appears to this Deponent 
from the Records aforeſaid, to have been made in the 
Common-Council, and recorded in the Manner and 
Form of other Acts of Aſſembly, or Common- 
Council, *till the Year 1714, or thereabouts; ſince 
which, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen have aſſumed 
to themſelves the Power of electing Aldermen exclu - 
ſive of the Commons and Citizens; and in direct Vi- 
olation of the Rights, Liberties, and Privileges of Te 
at 


- 


( 
ſaid Commons and Citizens, as this Deponent appre- 
hends, and is adviſed. This Deponent further de- 
poſeth, that he demanded of the Town - Clerk a Sight 
of all the Charters, By-Laws, Books, Rolls, and 
other Records, relating to the Corporation of the 
ſaid City; and had ſhewn him by the ſaid Town- 
Clerk, or his Clerk or Deputy, ſeveral Charters, 
By-Laws, Rolls, and other Records, for the whole 
and entire of the ſame. That it appeared to this De- 
ponent, that the ſeyeral By-Laws, Books, Rolls, and 
Records made ſince the Year 1771, are preſerved, as 
this Deponent believes, perfect: and entire; and yet, 
that, upon the ſtricteſt _ moſt diligent Search and 
_ Enquiry, there appeared to this Deponent, from the 
Foundation of the ſaid City to this Day, noBy-Law, 
Order or Ordinance whatſoever,' made for:autho- 
riſing, or, in, any wile favouring-or countenancing 
the aforeſaid Pretenſions of the Board of Alder- 
men to the Election of ſucceeding Aldermen, - This 
Deponent further depoſeth, that the Office of Alder- 
man is of greater Importance no, than it could 
have been before the making of the new Rules, becauſe 
the ſaid new Rules have given them the ſole Power 
of electing Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, and Treaſurer - of 
the ſaid City; and becauſe the ſaid Aldermen now | 
take upon them to ſtrike the Commons out of a double 
Return made to the Lord Mayor, from the ſeveral 
leſſer Corporations within the ſaid City. That the 
Commons did, on or about the 15th Day of October, 
1742, deliver to the Lord Mayor and —— the 
Report of a Committee of the ſaid Commons a 
pointed to examine the Charters, Acts of Aſſembſy, 
and ſuch other Records or Papers as relate to the Go 
vernment of the ſaid City, and the Election of Alder- 
men therein. In which Report was, among other 
Things, ſet forth the aforeſaid Rights of the. Com- 
- Mons and Gtizens to the Election of Aldermen, with 


diſtinct 
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diſtinct Recitals of the ſeveral Authoriffes, from Char- 
ters and By-Laws, for ſuch Aſſertions; and pointing 


out the Infringements and Innovations ratide: as afore- 
ſaid, in the ſaid Elections of Aldermen. That this 
Deponent, on or about the 22d Day of April 1743, 


with the Approbation and Advice of his Fellow- 


Repreſentatives and Conſtituents, did draw up and 


print a Remonſtrance, as well againſt the aforeſaid In- 


novationsand Infringements as others; and had Copies 
thereof delivered to the then Lord Mayor and Alder- 
men ſeverally, reciting the ſeveral Chatters, By-Laws, 
and other Records, relating to the Government of 
the ſaid City, and the Elections of Aldermen therein, 
and pointing the Volume and Page in which the ſaid 


Authorities ſtand inrolled or recofded in the Tholſel 


Office; notwithſtanding which, the ſaid Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen of the ſaid City of Dublin, have and 
do perſiſt in their unjuſt and oppreſſive Uſurpations, 
and in open Violation of the Rights and Liberties of 
the ſaid Commons and Citizens, without the leaſt 

Colour of, or Authority from, Charter or. Laws; 
that upon the ſtricteſt Search or Enquiry appears to 
this Deponent, did, on or about the - Day 
of April 1743, pretend to elect and chuſe George 
Ribton of the ſaid City, Merchant, an Alderman, in 
the Place of Foſeph Nuttal, one of the Aldermen, 


who reſigned. his Place of Alderman, and ſwore the 


ſaid Riblon into the Office and Place of an Alderman, 
as this Deponent believes, without the Conſent, Elec- 


tion or Approbation of the Sheriffs, Commons, or 


Citizens of the faid City; upon the Strength of 
which pretended Election, which appears entered 


in the ® eee only, the ſaid George Ribton 


| has 
* Menday-Books are a Sort of Journal of the Tranſactions 


of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen kept privately by them, 


and which were firſt begun in the Time of the Uſurpation 
of C remwell, See A pology. 


1 


has, withdrawn hiniſelf from his Place and Station in 
the Commons, and now takes Rank and Place, and 
votes, as this Deponent believes, with the Alder- 
men, in the Aſſemblies and other Meetings of the 
Board, aſſumes the Title, and wears the Gown of 
an' Alderman, comes frequently from the ſaid Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen of Meſſages to the Commons, 
which are ſent only by an Alderman, or Aldermen; 
and has his Name ſigned to an Aſſociation with the 
Aldermen, in a Book called the Monday. Book,which 
Aſſociation is entered into, and ſubſcribed by Alder- 
men only; and as this Deponent is informed, and 
verily believes, acts in and executes the Office or Em- 
ployment of a Junior Alderman of the ſaid City 
to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever. This De- 
ponent further depoſeth, that the Infringements and 
Innovations aforeſaid, have raiſed great Heats and 
Animoſities between the Aldermen and Commons 
aforeſaid. , That violent Controverſies and Diſcord 
have aroſe i in the Aſſemblies, which have ended in 
Tumult, Uproar, Confuſion, and the Diſſolution of 


many Aﬀemblies, without diſpatching the public Bu- ; 


ſinels; and that at Times when Matters of the 
. greateſt Importance, and the utmoſt Conſequence to 
the ſaid City were depending, before the Aſſembly; 
ſuch as cleanſing the Streets, removing Nuſances, 
and ſupplying the Inhabitants with Water. That f 
ſuch Streſs is laid by the ſaid Commons, and the Ge- 
| egality ty of the Citizens of the ſaid City of Dublin, on the 
Reſtitution of their Right of Electing Aldermen,that 
ſundry tedious Diſputes have ariſen, and do daily 
ariſe, upon this Occaſion, in private as well as pub- 
lic Aſſemblies, which have ſo obſtructed, and ſtill do 
obſtruct, the carrying on the other Buſineſs of the 
City, to the manifeſt Loſs, Damage, and Detriment, 
of the Commons and Citizens and other Inhabitants 
of the ſaid City, as well as to the utter Subverſion of 


' - | all - 


ſaid'Controverſies, Obſtruction to public Buſineſs, 
Diſquiet, Loſſes, and Subverſion of Order and good 
Government in the ſaid City, this Deponent has 
Reaſon to apprehend, and does verily believe, cannot 
be quieted, removed, or Harmony and Peace, be- 
tween the contending Parties, reſtored, by any other 
Means, than by a judicial Determination of the 
| Manger een by que Courſe of Law. F 
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f J AMES. Didres Kae 5 the City of Beit 


Merchant, depoſeth, That he has been for ſeve- 


ral Years a Freeman of the ſaid: City; and for near 


nine Vears ꝓaſt a Member of the Common Council 


of the ſaid City, that certain Doubts having ariſen 
in the ſaid Common Council, about the Right which 


the Aldermen pretend to of electing Aldermen, and 


tranſacting other Matters without the Application to, 
or Conſent and Concurrence of the Sheriffs and 


Commons, this Deponent was with ſeveral others 


of the Commons appointed on or about the 6th of 


Auguſt 19742, by the Sheriffs and Commons to be a 
Committee, to inſpect the Charters, By-Laws, Acts 


of Aſſembly, and other Papers relating to the Go- 


vernment of the City of Dublin; that the ſaid Com- 


mittee ſeveral Times met for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, 


and this Deponent gave conſtant Attendance to the 
Meetings of the ſaid Committee, and that he has 
not found, on the beſt Search he and the reſt of the 
Committee were able to make, any By-Law, 
Charter or Uſage before the Year 17 14, to ſupport. 
the aforeſaid Power of the Board of Aldermen, to 
clect Aldermen ; but that on the contrary, it appears 
co this Deponent, that the Charter of King Charles 
the Tirſt, and the Entry on the Rolls to the Year 


1714, 


( 35 ) 


"1514, were firong Prbotiiot) the Bibi of Al 
 dermen having continued like that of other Officers, 
not mentioned in the new Rules of the Common 


Council. That the Committee of the Commons 
made two ſeveral Reports to their Houſe; one, on or 


| about the 15th Day of O#Zober in the Fear 1/7425 ' 


and one, on or about the 22d Day of Juh, 1743. 
That theſe Reports were, on or about the ſame Time 
communicated to the Board of Aldermen; that this 
Deponent does not know of any other By-Law or 


Matter contained 1n-the Charter, By-Laws, Rolls or 


any other Records which might favour the Preten- 


ſions of the Board of Aldermen, in Relation to the 


Election of Aldermen, which the faid Committee 
neglected to report. That their Reports, with the 
Anſwer of the Board of Aldermen, were examined 
by Council learned in the Law. That from tlie Opi- 
nions of the ſaid Council, this Deponent, as well as 


the Majority of the Commons, and he believes the 


Majority of the Citizens do conceive, that the Board 
of Aldermen have infringed on the Rights and Pri- 


ö vileges of the Commons and Citizens in the Elec- 
tion of Aldermen. That theſe Diſputes have occa- 
ſioned great Inconveniencies and Obſtructions to the 


carrying on the public and neceſſary Buſineſs of the 
ſaid City; and that great Diſquietudes have hap- 
pened, and many Aſſemblies have been broke up, 
without any Buſineſs being done, whereby the City 
is like to ſuffer much Damage in it's Eſtate, and 
the Inhabitants Uneaſineſs, Diſquietudes and Incon- 
veniencies, from the City not being able to diſcharge 
the Truſt repoſed in it, by raiſing Money to de- 
fray their neceſſary Expences, in cleanſing and pave- 
ing the Streets, ſupplying the City with Water, and 
other Particulars too tedious to mention. That 
this Deponent believes theſe Diſputes cannot be 

3 in any other Way, * by having the Claims 


of 
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of es * determined, io a Judicial Manger. 


That the: Office of Alderman i is of the greateſt Im- 


portance to the well-being and good Government of 
this City, and is an Office and Place of great Truſt. 


As the Board of Aldermen are ſolely intitl ed by the 


new Rules to the Election of Lord- Mayor, Sheriffs and 


Freemen of the faid City, abſtracted from the Com- 
mons, and have or pretended to havea Nogative and 


controuling Power in the Election of the Commons; 


and that no other Perſons but the ſaid Aldermen, 


except the Recorder of the ſaid City, can ſerve the 


Office of a Juſtice of Peace in this City. That 
notꝛuvithſtanding the Reports and other Remonſtran- 
ces made by the Commons to the Board of Aldermen, 


againſt the Infringements they have made on the 


Rights and Privileges of the Commons and Ci- 
tizens, the Lord-Mayor, and Board of Alder- 
men, did, as the Deponent is informed, pretend to 
elect George Ribton of this City, Merchant, an Al- 


derman of this City, without the Tonſent, Election, 


or Approbation of the Commons of the ſaid City ; 
that ſaid Ribton has ever ſince (as Deponent is in- 


formed, and believes) acted under ſuch Election as an 
Alderman of this City, voting at the Board of Alder- 
men and carrying Meſſages from the ſaid Board to 


the Commons, which has never been done as Depo- 


nant believes, by any other than Aldermen, or re- 


a 


| Nouns III. 


OMA Conne, of the City of Dublin, de- 
poſeth, that, in, or about the Year 1705, he, 


this 8 was put an Apprentice as Clerk to 


Jacob Peppard, Eſq; then Town Clerk of the City 


of Dublin, for five Years, which Term he ſerved in 


the Tholſel Office; and faith, that from * Expira- 
| tion 


CI) 
tion of his ſaid Apprenticeſhip, this Deponent con- 
tinued a Clerk in the faid Office, until the Year 
17243 at which Time this'Deponent was appointed 
Town Clerk of the faid City in the Room of the 
5 ſaid Jacob Peppard, and continued Town Clerk un- 
til the Year 1739; and faith, that in the Space of 
| Time from the Year 17035, to the Lear 1722; ſe- 
| veral Perſons were elected Aldermen of ſaid City, and 
9 particularly on the 19th of © FWy' 17, Mr. An- 
; Tony Barkey was elected an Alderman by the Lord -þ 
, Mayor and Court of Aldermen of ſaid City, in the 
l Place and Stead of Sir Frantis Stoyte;Knt::deceaſed ; | 
and that on the 25th of April ye, Mr Fobn Godly 4 
Wuas elected an Alderman by the Lord Mayor and EE | 


© Court of Aldermen of {aid City, in the Place and Stead 
4 of Alderman Henry Stephens, deceaſed; and that on 

5 the 16th of Fuly 1708, Mr. Matthew Pearſon was | | 
0 elected an Alderman by the Lord Mayor and Court 


3 
L of Aldermen of faid City, in the Place and Stead of 
, Sir Humphrey Fervis, Knight, deceaſed; and that on | 
; the 21ſt of Jah 1710, Mr. William Quayle was | 
j- elected an Alderman by the Lord Mayor and Cours ' | 


n of Aldermen of faid City, in the Place and Stead 
Fe | of Sir Mark Ransford, "Knight, © Alderman, de- | 


| 
o cCeaſed; and on the ſame Day, Mr. Thomas Wil- | | 
o- keinſon was elected an Alderman by the Lord Mayor 
e- || and Court of Aldermen aforeſaid,” in the Place and 1 
Stead of Alderman Charles Forreſt, deceaſed; and | 


that on the 2oth of Fuly 1711, Mr. George Forbes 
was elected an Alderman by the Lord. Mayor and 


Court of Aldermen of ſaid City, in the Place and 
e- . Stead of Alderman David Coſſart, deceaſed ; and on 
125 the ſame Day, Mr. Thomas Curtis was elected an 
toll Alderman, by the Lord-Mayor and Court of Alder- 
ty men, in the Place and Stead of Fohn Godly, deceaſed; . 
in tdtthat on the 18th of Fuly 1712, Mr. Robert Chetham® 
a- was elected an Alderman by the Lord- Mayor and 
on Court 


(9). 
Court of Aldermen of ſaid: City, in the Place and 
Stead of Alderman Jobn Hendrict, deceaſed; and 


on the ſame Day, Mr. William Dixon was elected an 


Alderman by the Lord-Mayor and Court of Alder- 


men aforeſaid, in the Place and Stead of Alderman 


Milliam Gibbons, deceaſed; and this Deponent be- 


lieves he was preſent at the Elections of all the fad 
Aldermen, but is certain he was at the Election of 
the greateſt Number of them ; and faith, that ſuch of 


the Elections as he was preſent at, were made by the 
Lord- Mayor and Court of Aldermen, Board of Al- 


dermen, or Table of Aldermen of ſaid City only, and 


never heard, till within theſe three Years laſt paſt, 
that the Commons of this City, or any other Perſon, 
or Perſons, claimed to have a Right to vote or join 
with the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen, in the Elec- 
tion of an Alderman, or to approve of the Elec- 
tion of an Alderman; and faith, that from the Lear 
1712, to the Year 1739, the Elections of Aldermen 
have been always had and made by the Lord - Mayor 


and Aldermen only, and never heard during that 
Time, that the Commons ever claimed a Right to join 
in the Election of an Alderman, or to approve of the 


Election of an Alderman; ſaith, that there is in the 

T holſel Office, a Book, called the Monday- Book (where- 
in the firſt Entry is in the Words following) by the 
Mayor of the City of Dublin, and the Table of I 
dermen, at a Meeting held at the Thol/el-on Monday 
the fifth of April 1658, which Book contains Entries 
of Tranſactions of the. Lord-Mayor and Aldermen 
from the Fear 1658, tothe Month of July 1712, in- 
cluſive, which Book hath been kept and made uſe of 
for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, ever ſince this Deponent 
became an Apprentice as aforeſaid; and as he be- 


lieves, for ſeveral Vears before; ſaith, that with all 


the Care and Diligence in his Power, he peruſed the 


faid Book; and finds * the * of ſeve- 


ral 


5 (32 b TY 
ei Aldermen, by the Lord Mayor and u 2 
Aldermen, or Table of Aldermen only; and on the 
ſtricteſt Enquiry, did not find in the ſaid Book, any 
Election of an Alderman, wherein the Commons had 


any Vote, Choice, or Approbation therein v. Saith, 


that in the ſaid Monday Book, he finds the following 


Entries of the Elections of Aldermen, by the Lord 


Mayor and Court of Aldermen, or Table of Alder- 


men only; and particularly the following Election, 


in theſe Words; the laſt Day of September 1667, it 


is alſo ordered, and agreed, by the ſaid Lord Mayor, 
- and Aldermen of the ſaid City, that Mr. Chriſtopher 


Lovett, be, and is hereby elected Alderman of the 
ſaid City, in the Place, and Stead of Alderman 
Ralph Vizer, deceaſed 3 which Election is figned by 
- nineteen Perſons, who by the Names ſubſcribed; and 
the City Rolls, appear to this Deponent, to be the 
Lord Mayor and eighteen Aldermen z. that the fol- 


| lowing Orders appear to be entered in the ſaid Book, | 


by the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen; on 


the 18th of OZober, 1672, It is this Day ordered by . 


the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, that Mr. Richard 
Hanway be, and is hereby elected and choſen an 


| Alderman of the ſaid City, in the Place and Stead . 


of Alderman Richard Cooke, deceaſed; on the ſame 
Day, it is further ordered, that Mr. John Smith, 
be, and is hereby choſen and elected an Alderman, in 
the Place and Stead of Alderman Ridgehy Hatfield, 
deceaſed; and on the ſame Day, it is further order d, 
that Mr. Peter Ward be, and is hereby choſen and 
elected an Alderman of tlie faid City, in the Place 
2 Stead of oy Daniel Bellengbam, bin and 


* This is true; Oh 1 ſhould the TranſaRtions of the 
2 be entered, where there is not one corporate Act, 
nor any Thing more than the private Acts of the Aldermen, 
or a Faction of them. 


Baronet, 


(49) 4 
Baronef, Alderman; deceaſed ; which laſt three Elec- 
tions appear to be ſighed by the Lord Mayor and 


_ thirteen Aldermen only 3 z that the following 0 ders, 


appear to be entered in the ſaid Book, on the firſt of 
May, 1674; Mr. Jobn Eaftwood is choſen and 
elected Alderman of the ſaid City, by the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen, in the Place and Stead of Al- 
derman Thomas Hook, deceaſed ; on the ſame Day, 
Mr. Robert Arundell is choſen and elected Alderman 


of the ſaid City, by the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, 


in the Place and Stead of Alderman Richard Tighe, 


deceaſed ; on the ſame Day, Mr. Henry Reynolds 


is choſen and elected Alderman of the ſaid City, by 
the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, -in the Place'and 
Stead of Alderman Daniel Wibrants, deceaſed z and 
on the ſame Day, Mr. Luke Lother, is choſen and 


elected Alderman. of this City, by the Lord Mayor 
and ' Aldermen, in the Place and Stead of Al- 


derman Nathaniel Fookes, deceaſed, which laſt four 
mentioned Elections appear to be ſigned” by the 
Lord Mayor and eleven Aldermen only; that it 
pets of the ſaid, Book, that on the 17th of July, 
1685, Mr. Charles Thompſon was elected an Alder- 


man, by the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, 


in the Place and Stead of Alderman William Smyth, 

lately deceaſed ; and it further appears by the ſaid 
Book, that on the 21ſt of January, 1686, on his, the 
ſaid Thompſon's Letter to the Lord-Mayor, he, the 
ſaid Thompſon, was, by the Lord-Mayor and Court of 
Aldermen diſpenſed with, and diſcharged from the 
Place of Alderman of this City for ever, and Capt. 

Robert Bridges was then choſen and elected an Alder- 
man, by the Lord-Mayor and Court of Aldermen, 
inſtead of the ſaid late Alderman Charles Thompſon, 
which ſaid Entry of the 2 1ſt of January appears to 
be ſigned by the Lord-Mayor and nine Aldermen 


: only ; that it appears by the ſaid Book, that on the 


Tenth 
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Mayor and nine Aldermen only; that by an Order 
in the ſaid Book of the 20th of July, 1694, by the 
Lord-Mayor and Court of Aldermen, it appears, 
that Alderman Daniel Hayes, on his Petition to the 
Board to be diſcharged from the Place of an Alder- 
man, and being diſpenſed with, and diſcharged, Mr. 
John Page, one of the Sheriffs, was elected an Alder- 
man inſtead of Alderman Walter Motley, dec. and 


on the ſame Day, Mr, Francis Stoyte was elected an 


Alderman inſtead of the, above Alderman Daniel 
Hayes, who was diſcharged from his Place of Alder- 
man; this Entry appears to be ſigned by the Lord- 


Mayor and eleven Aldermen only. That by an 


Order in the faid Book of the 6th of May, 1698. 
by the Lord-Mayor and Court of Aldermen, it ap- 
pears, that Mr. Benjamin Burton was elected one of 
the Aldermen of this City, inftead of Alderman Phi- 
dip Caſtleton, deceaſed ; which Election appears to be 
ſigned by the Lord-Mayor and eight Aldermen only. 
That by an Order in the ſaid Book of the 18th of 
Auguſt, 1701, 19.wit, by the Lord- Mayor and Court 
- of Alderman, it e TDA Ralph Gore was e- 
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lected an Alderman mh of Alderman GeorgeBlack- 


hall, deceaſed; this Election appears to be ſigned by 


the Lord- Mayor and eleven Aldermen only. That by 
an Order in the ſaid Book of the 16th of Fuly, 1703, 
to wit, by the Lord-Mayor and Table of Aldermen, 


it appears, That Mr. Robert Maſon was elected Al- 


der man in the Place and Stead of Alderman Edward 


Lloyd; and the fame Day Jobn Stoyte was elected 


Alderman in the place of Alderman John Smith; and 
the ſame Day Mr. Thomas Pleaſants was elected Al- 


derman in the place of Alderman William Billington; 


the laſt three Elections appear to be ſigned by the 


Lord Mayor and thirteen Aldermen only. That by 


an Order in the faid Book of the 2 1ſt of Fuly, 1704, 


to wit, by the Lord-Mayor and Court of Aldermen, 


it appears, that Mr. John Hendrick was elected Alder- 
man in the place and ſtead of Alder man Vanbomrigb, 

deceaſed; and the ſame Day Mr. Thomas Bolton was 
elected Alderman in the place and ſtead of Sir Francis 
Brewſter, Knt. Alderman, deceaſed; the laſt two E- 
lections appear to be ſigned by the Lord Mayor and 


nine Aldermen only. That by an Order in the ſaid Book 


of the 14th of September, 1704, to wit, by the Lord 


Mayor and Court of Aldermen, reciting that Mr. 


Henry Stephens being formerly elected an Alderman, 


but being obliged to go for England for the Recovery. 
of his Health, where he ſtaid and miſſed taking the 


Oaths and Bacre te Teſt within the Time limited 
he is therefore this Day elected an Alderman, and re- 


admitted into the ſame Station and Precedence as he 
formerly held at the Table of Aldermen; this Electi- 


on appears to be ſigned by the Lord- Mayor and eight 


Aldermen only. That it appears by an Order in te 


ſaid Book of the 258th of September, 1704, to wir, 


by the Lord- Mayor and Court of Aldermen, reciting, 
That, whereas Alderman Thomas Bell, having neglected 
to take the Oaths and Sacramental Teſt, and to con- 


form, 
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form. purſuant to the Act; and his Place of Alder. 
man being vacant, Mr. 1//alliam French, one of the 
Sheriffs, was elected an Alderman in fg) Place and 
Stead. This Election appears to be ſigned by the Lord 
Mayor and ten Aldermen only. That, by an Order 


in the ſaid Book, of the 20th of Ober, 1704, to 


wit, by the Lord- -Mayor and Court of Aldermen, 
it appears, that Mr. David Croſſart was elected an 
. Alderman in the Place and Stead of Sir Anthony Per- 
y; and this Election appears to be ſigned by 19 Lord 
Mayor and eight. Aldermen, only. Saith, that for 
about thirty- fix Years paſt, he has been converſant 1 in 
peruſing the Parchment Rolls containing the Acts of 
the Aſſemblies of the ſaid City; and that with Care 
and Diligence he lately ſearched and examined the ſaid 
Aſſembly-Rolls for eighty Years paſt and upwards, 


and depoſeth, * that upon the ſtricteſt Search and En- 


quiry in his Power, he did not, nor could he find any 

& of Aſſembly, whereby the Commons of the ſaid 
City were empowered to join with the Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen in the Election of Aldermen, or that 
they were to have any Vote or Approbation in ſuch 
"Dees" Saith, that the ſeveral Acts of Aſſembly 
are always, after every Aſſembly is over, engroſſed in 
a Parchment Roll or Rolls, by the Town-Clerk's De- 
puty, or his Clerks in the Tholſel-Office, which Roll 


or Rolls, is or are TO by the Lord-Mayor and 


Board 


* The 5 claim an original inherent Right in 


them, and the Aldermen muſt prove Part of that, or the 
Whole granted to them by Act of Aſſembly. But the Al- 
dermen well knew their Elections invalid, and therefore, 
every Alderman, tho? firſt choſen by the Board, had the 
Sanction of the Aſſembly in ſome ſubſequent Meeti „ As 


all the Inſtances before the Year 17 14, given by thisDepo- 


nent, appear to have had; and ſome Elections, as thoſe, of 
Thompſon and Fervas, &c. are entered on the Rolls only, in 
the Form and Words of AQts of Aﬀembly. See Apology; 
* nnd Proceedings. f 
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Board of Aldermen, and one or both Sheriffs ; faith, 
that frequently, until Michaelmas, 1512, he finds; that 
"Aldermen; that have been elected by the Lord Mayor 
1 4 and Board of Aldermen only, have been enter d onfuch 
— 14 Rolls; and that ſince the new Rules in 1672, down 
| N to the Tear 1718, incluſive, the Elections of Lord- 
wlll Mayor and Sheriffs, have been frequently entered on 
the Aſſembly Rolls, which this Deponent verily be- 
lieves was not done by Way or Intention of heww- 
ing, that the Commons either had, or pretended any 
"Right to ſuch Election, but to notify, that ſuch 
Elections were made. Saith, that Alderman Henry 
" Burrowes; who is now the Senior Alderman of the 
City of Dublin, was elected an Alderman of the ſaid 
City on the 20th Day of Juby, 1724, in the Room or 
Place of Alderman Matihew Pearſon, deceaſed; and 
that none of the Commons were prefent at that Elec- 
tion, or pretended or claimed any Right of voting 
therein, or in the Election of any Alderman fince 
choſen to the Year 1 741, or thereabouts,- and never 
heard till within theſe three V ears, that the Commons 
of the ſaid City claimed or pretended to any Right to 
join in the Election of an Alderman, or to approve 
of an Alderman, when elected by the Lord- Mayor 
and Aldermen. That this Deponent lately carefully 
examin'd ſeveral Bundles of Petitions in the Freafury- 
Chamber of this City, endorſed Aſſembly Petitions, 
and by their ſeveral Dates they appear to be Bundles 
of Aſfembly Petitions from the Year 1662, down to 
the Veat 1712 ineluſive, and on the ſtricteſt Enquiry 
and Examination he did not, nor could he find any 
Petition in the Name of any Perſon whatſoever direct- 
ed to the Lord- Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons and Ci- 
tizens of this City, to be elected an Alderman, nor 
did he, or could he find on the ſaid Search any Peti- 
tion in the Name of certain of the Commons, or any 
other Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, for the —_ 
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of an Alderman, except one Petition preferred at 

Eaſter Aſſembly. 1690, in che Natne of certain of = 
Commons, which Petition, and the Order thereon, 
with the Endet ſement on the Back of the ſaid Peti- 
tion, are in the Words following: To the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lord - Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons and 
Citisens· Of the City of Dublin, the Humble Petition 
of certain of the Commons ſhewetb, that hy: the Ab- 


ſenes of ſeyeral of the Aldermen in England, the Af. 


ſemblies of chis City are ſo thin on Quarter-Days, that 
the public Buſineſs thereof cannot be well tranſacted. 
vo Petitioners therefore humbly pray, that your Ho- 
nouts ill, this preſent Aſſembly proceed to the Choice 
of ſit Perſons, to ſetve as Aldermen of tins City i in 


the Room of ſuch as are abſent as aforeſaid, and your 


Petitioners will pray, Second May 1690. Ordered, 


That Mr. Tgnatius Brown be, and is hereby elected and 


choſen one of the Aldermen ofthis City e 
Sir Abel Ram, now in England, ingergeneg onthe Back, 


No. III. The Humble Petition of certain ofthe Com- | 


mons, 1690, Mr. Ignatius Broum choſen Alder- 
0 aan Aowed. This Deponent finds that King Janes the 
Second, by his Charter, bearing Daie the 27th Day of 

OZober, in the third Fear of his Reign, reciting, that 


the Rights and Privileges of the City of Dublin had 


been ſelzed into the Hands of the N Vertue of 
2 Judgment had in the Court of Exchequer, incorpo- 
rated the Inhabitants thereof, by the Name of Mayor, 
Sheriffs, Commons and Citizens of the City of Dublin, 
and thereby granted to the Mayor, Jo twenty- 
four Wien and forty- eignt free Burgeſſes, a 
Power to chuſe Aldermen on any Vacancy,-and 
Deponent believęs the ſai Fetition was e on 
che aid Sun | | | 
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HLA Aldrich, of the City of Dublin 
. Alderman, depoſeth, That he has been for 


about 39 Tears paſl, a Freeman of the City of Dublin; 
and d that he was in the Common Council thereof, as 


3&4 


= was made one of the Sheriffs of ſaid G9. and 


Council of the ſaid City before the Year: 714, there 
were ſeveral Elections of Aldermen, as appears to 
this Deponent by the Entries in the 'Monday Book, 
remaining in the Thol/c]-Office of the ſaid City, and 
particularly. of Alderman Matthew Pearſon, who was 
elected an Alderman on the 16th of July 1708 z of 
William Quale, who was elected an Alderman on the 
21ſt of Fuly, 1710 ;. of Thomas Wilkinſon, who was 
elected an Alderman the ſame Day; of George Forbes, 
who was elected Iderman on the 20th of Fuly, 
17113 of Thomas Curtis, who was elected an Alder- 

man on the ſame Day; of Robert Chetham, who was 
elected an Alderman on the 18th of Fuly, 1712 and 
of William Dixon, who was elected an Alderman on 
the ſame Day; and faith, that neither he, or any of 
the Commons of the aid City, to his Knowledge or 
Belief, ever joined in the Election of an Alderman, 
or approved of ſuch Election, when made by the 
Lord Mayor and Board of Aldermen; and ſaith, that 
he never had any Application made to him for his 
own Vote on the Election of an Alderman, nor did 
Deponent ever hear, nor doth he believe, that 
during the Time aforeſaid, that any other of the 
Commons of the ſaid City ever was applied to, for 

any Vote, Conſent, or Approbation, on the Elec- 


(47) 

tion of an Ado of the Laid City; ans faith, that 
from the Year 1707 aforeſaid, to this preſent ” Time, 
the Election of Aldermen of the faid City was al wa 
had, and made by the Lord Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen only, excluſive of the Commons of the ſaid 
City; and faith, that at the Time he was firſt ad- 
mitted a Freeman of the ſaid City, he always heard 
and underſtood that the Right of electing Aldermen 
of the ſaid City was veſted in and exerciſed by the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the ſaid City only, and 
depoſeth that he never knew, nor did he hear that 
the Commons of the ſaid City ever pretended ko, or 
claimed any Right, Power, or Privilege in joining in 
the Election of an Alderman of the ſaid City, or of 
approving of ſuch Election, when made by the Lord- 
Mayor and Aldermen, until within theſe three Years, 
ſome of the preſent Commons claimed, and pretended 
a Right to join in the Election of an Alderman; faith, 
that from the Year 1507 aforeſaid, to this preſent 
Time, he never knew, heard, nor doth he believe, 
that the Commons ever joined in the Election of an 
Alderman, or approved of ſuch Election, when made 
by the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, nor did thisD 
nent ever hear, nor doth he believe, that the Sons 
ever pretended to, or claimed any Right or Privi- 
lege in the Election of an Alderman, other than 
that within theſe three Years laſt paſt, the preſent 
Commons claimed a Right to join in the Elec- 
tion of an Alderman; faith, that before the Tear 
1714, he, this Deponent, was often applied to u 

the Election of an Alderman, to obtain the Vote of 
Alderman William Gibbius, who was one of the Al- 
dermen of the ſaid City, and to whom this Deponent 
was nearly allied, in Favour of ſome Friend; and 
ſaith, that during the Time Deponent was one of the 
Commons of the ſaid City, he made Uſe of his beſt 
Endeavours to ſearch and promote the Rights and Li- 
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berties of the Commons and Citizens of ſaid City ; z and 


de poſeth, that if he had t ught, or lieved, that an 
duch Right or Pons, ph 8 King, or e = 


had any Right om Join in 175 Election ; 3” 15 f this 1 in 
ponent, as one of them, N hae. e ny 


Alderman of fa ſaid 95 150 ever e 
mons of ſaid Cit y, or th : he 5 


ie yo. the f lame. 
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97 H iN Jones depoſeth, that 1 e 
of the Water-Bailiffs of the City of Hublin, in the 
Lear 1704, or thereabours, and Bev ou ve | 


Employment until in, or about the Year 1734.3 and 


fi that the Duty of his Office required his Atten- 


dance at the Door of the Great Room in the HI, 
where the Lord Mayor and Aldermen ſet to do Buſi- 
neſs, which Great Room is oppoſite to the Room 
| Where the Commons of the ſaid City meet in and fit; 


and faith, That during the Time he continued in the 
ſaid Office, there were ſeveral Perſons elected Alder- 
men of the ſaid City, and ſaith that ſuch Electors were 
conſtantly made by the Lord Mayor and Alderman 
only“; and faith, that Deponent uſually attended the 
Door of the ſaid Great Room, in which the Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen ſat and elected Aldermen ; and that im- 
mediatelyafter the Election of A ſdermen, this Deponent 


has been ſent by the Lord Mayor and Aldermen to the 
Perſon ſo elected, to notify to him his being ſo elect- 


ed, and depoſeth that he never knew or heard that the 
Commons of the ſaid City, or any of them had, or 
8 claimed 
® This Servant of theCity 4 "RE" W Side a great Door, 
but there is another Door, at which the Commons might get to 
the Aldermen, or Aldermen te them, unknown to the Water 
Bailiff; beſides he is not ſuppoſed to know whether or how the 


Elections of Aldermen are confirmed or approved by the 
Commons. 


Claimed to have any Right to join with the Lord. 
Mayor and Alderme, iu the Election of an Alderman, 
cee pt that within theſe three Years laſt paſt, ſome of 
the Commons of this preſent Common- Council, or 


that the Common- Council of the ſaid City, or any of 


the Lord. or and Aldermen only, and neverheard 
that the Commong ever joined in the Election of an 
Man, or claimed to have a Right to Join in the 


10n of an Alderman, till within theſe three 


The E VM D. 


